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Ballot blunder sparks new Gouncil election, bringing new faces

Hay River was tossed into an unexpect-
ed municipal election this year, after the
October 2006 election for council proved to
be riddled with errors.

The court case and elec-
tion that followed comes in at
number two in our selection
of top stories for 2007.

Justice John Vertes of
NWT Supreme Court, issued
his written decision on Nov.
1, ruling that the municipal
council was not duly elected,
because the returning officer
had not counted the council-
lor ballots.

Because returning officer
Selena Pukanich had counted
the ballots for mayor, Vertes
ruled that John Pollard was duly elected
on Oct. 16, 2006, and would keep his seat
as mayor.

That allowed day to day operations to

continue. But it left the Town without the

ability to pass bylaws or sell land, or, of

more immediate concern, pass a budget to

the year.

So Pollard, with help from
Municipal and Community
Affairs, called a rush election
for Dec. 10.

new faces to replace those who
took office after in 2006.

Dean McMeekin, Ron
Karp, Peter Maher and Tom
Hamilton were unseated.
Diana Ehman, who ran for
mayor in 2006, easily won a
seat, along with Pat Burnstad,
Sandra Lester, Ken Latour
and Beatrice Lepine.

Kevin Wallington again topped the
polls, joining Vince McKay and Michael
Mabher in defending their seats. Ron Cook

spend money after the end of

Voters chose a number of

did not run again, as he’s leaving town this
summer.

“The will of the people was for change
and they’ve achieved that change,” said
Pollard.

According to Vertes, among the “seri-
ous” errors made by Pukanich were:

* Improperly filed nomination papers.

* Voting at the returning officer’s home,
which is not allowed in the Local Authorities
Elections Act. Declarations were not filled
out for those who voted at her home.

* A promise that the mobile voting sta-
tion would automatically visit the Woodland
Manor, the hospital and Riverview Lodge.
Mobile polls must be requested.

* Ballot boxes were opened on election
day and the ballots tamped down so more
could fit because there were no extra boxes.
The Act says the seal must not be broken
during the voting.

* Counting the ballots. While the return-
ing officer and deputy counted the ballots

for mayor, she allowed scrutineers for the
candidates to count the ballots for council.

Vertes said that despite the serious
errors, there was no evidence of corruption
or intent to sway any votes. But he said
the errors were so serious that the election
“cannot be saved.”

“I come to this conclusion reluctantly,”
said Vertes.

Wayne Keefe, who brought the case
to court, said he didn’t realize how many
things had gone wrong until the case was
heard. Keefe said he wasn’t out to get any-
one, and simply wanted to ensure democ-
racy worked properly.

“It’s not a victory, or a win or a loss,”
said Keefe. “Justice has been done.”

In the Dec. 10, 2007 election, returning
officer Terry Molenkamp and her deputies
took no chances. They counted each ballot,
reading out the votes to the recorders and
scrutineers. It took until 2:15 a.m. to count
all 1,062 ballots.

CN buys land for major expansion to serve Tamerlane and more

The news from 2007 that could have the
most far-reaching impact on the commu-
nity was a deal reached between Tamerlane
Ventures, CN Worldwide and the Town.

Tamerlane Ventures, the company that
plans to mine for lead and zinc on property
near Polar Lake in what they have dubbed
the Pine Point Pilot Project, started nego-
tiations on a deal to move the concentrated
ore by rail, starting at the junctions of
Highways 2 and 5, just outside Hay River.

The ore is to be trucked from the under-
ground mine site to the transload facility at
the junction.

On Sept. 24, Town Council made a huge
step into making that reality. They also
made what may be the biggest land sale
in Hay River history, selling a 63-hectare
(156-acre) lot at the junction to CN
Worldwide for the transload facility. CN
paid $390,000 for the property, and clear-
ing work began this fall.

CN officials said that with their recent
purchase of the Mackenzie Northern

Railway for $51 million (The Hub’s #9 top
story of 2006), and a further $52 million
investment in upgrading the lines, they’re
looking for more business in the area, but
they’re “severely constrained” at the cur-
rent Hay River yard.

Kara Slemko, director of
customer solutions for CN o
Worldwide, told Council that

their goal is to get more loads

@
on the rail and have fewer Storles

trucks on the highway.

“CN will be investing sig- of 2007
nificant dollars in Hay River,”

said Anna Lin, director of
metals marketing and trans-
load for CN.

The plan for the property
will be phased in as custom-
ers are added, with Tamerlane
being the major anchor client.

CN has also been in talks with cement
suppliers about moving concrete from Hay
River. “We’re in negotiations with several
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companies,” said Lin.

Lin said she also hopes that the rail yard
will move pipe for the Mackenzie pipeline.

The Town received an application to
lease the property in 2005 from Greg
Whitlock on behalf of pipe
coating giant Socotherm, but
at that time the Town didn’t
own the property. Since then,
a deal with the territorial gov-
ernment transferred title of
the property to the Town.

But Mayor John Pollard
says the CN opportunity is
more substantial.

“This is a real application
with an offer to purchase and
develop. It’s not centred on
whether the pipeline will be
developed.”

Lin said even more devel-
opment is likely to follow CN’s develop-
ment here.

“Almost everywhere we ever go and

every time we come and settle somewhere,
we bring different industries.”

“We intend to make this area the hub for
transportation,” she said, adding that the
expansion will be less seasonal than current
transportation activities in Hay River.

She said that CN will be looking to train
and hire local residents, as well as hire local
contractors and trucking companies.

With the current labour shortage,
they’ll competing with their biggest client,
Tamerlane, which also says it hopes to hire
lots of residents from the area.

The environmental impact review of the
project closed the public record on Nov. 5
and is drafting its Report of Environmental
Assessment, which should be issued in
later January, and when approval is granted
form the Minister of Indian and Northern
Affairs, the project can start collecting per-
mits to begin construction.

In the meantime, Tamerlane has signed
agreements with aboriginal groups in Hay
River and Fort Resolution.

Gensen Building

Recent building renovations include:
* Handicap Accessible complete with elevator

* New roof * Updated entryway

For more information call:
Brent Hartwell at (780) 965-3773
or e-mail bhartwell@ericksenautogroup.ca

Aboriginal Coaching Manual

¢ A Holistic Approach to coaching
e Dealing with Racism in Sport
e Lifestyle, Health, and Nutrition

Date: Sunday 13* January, 9:30 in Hay River

Contact Jan Larsson (867) 669-8338
Facilitator Liz Pope, Phone; (867) 875-7240
No fee, bring your own lunch, please call before to register.

f’u m’-{% Aboriginal Sport Circle

of the Western Arctic
WwWww.ascwa.com
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your photo taken

If you ha
with Santa at the

Festival of Trees,
stop by our office now to find
your picture and take it
home with you.

The Hub
8-4 Courtoreille Street
(in the Gensen Building above the Bakery)
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