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2007 WINNER

Editorial

Eight
for ‘08

After batting nearly 1.000 in last year’s predictions 
of what the top stories would be in 2007, here’s what 
we think you’ll be reading about in the news in 2008.

1. Tamerlane and CN. These two inexorably linked 
projects will have a huge impact on Hay River’s econ-
omy. How much will it add to Hay River’s population?

2. The pipeline. This should be the go-no go deci-
sion year.

3. The Mackenzie River bridge. Construction 
should begin. What will the impacts on Hay River be?

4. The new Council. It’s shaping up to be an in-
teresting two years, and could see more battles be-
tween newcomers and the old guard.

5. The Fire Hall and Town Hall. Council will have 
to decide on a plan for two new buildings, and it 
could affect downtown traffic patterns. It will also 
have a long-term effect on taxes.

6. The trial of Emrah Bulatci, charged with mur-
dering RCMP Const. Chris Worden. That story has 
other angles, too, as the RCMP will struggle to handle 
the new backup policy that requires two officers re-
spond to potentially violent calls.

7. Stewart Drive. It will get paved. Finally.
8. Happy Anniversary to two of Hay River’s best 

parties. K’amba Carnival and the Ptub spring ski races 
both turn 25 this year.

Opinions Thursday, January 3

What are your
New Year’s resolutions?

Jessie Cayen: Have a good 
and happy and healthy year.

Dustin Ruttle: Drink more 
and work less.

Jan Vier (visiting from 
St. Paul): Quit smoking.

Jamie Heron: Quit smok-
ing.

You Said It!
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To the editor:
On about July 1, 

1966, I telephoned 
a news item to an 
editor at your news-
paper. The next day, I left the NWT 
permanently after having served as a mis-
sionary with the Sub-Artic [cq] Mission. 
That Hay River-based organization was 
managed and funded by the Protestant 
denomination that also owned and oper-
ated Hay River’s hospital. 

The news item was that, on the longest 
day of that year, I had swam across the 
Mackenzie River at the village of Fort 
Norman against a storm that drove rain and 
waves into my face. Two young Indians 
(yes, I know that the term “Indians” has 
become politically incorrect) and I had 
traveled in an open powerboat to the 
west side of the river – upstream from 
the village, which is on the east bank. 

My friends in the 
boat kept me in sight 
during the swim. On 
the east bank, about 
a half mile upstream 

from the village, the two thoughtfully 
lit a fire on the beach to warm me. Yes, 
the water was frigid, but the non-stop 
swimming kept bodily core temperature 
high enough. (Why did I swim across the 
Mackenzie? Because Indians told me it 
had never been done.) 

This note is provoked by the nostalgia 
of just now stumbling on your newspa-
per’s web site. I am now 71 years old and 
live in Texas. I am part Cherokee Indian 
and a native of the Southern section of the 
U.S.A.  For 41 years, the NWT has been 
calling me back for a visit. I’ve not been 
able to heed that call but hope to do so 
someday. 

Rev. James R. Rodgers

To the editor:
On behalf of his wife 

Jodie and their daughter 
Alexis, we would like to 
thank all those who paid 
tribute to Christopher upon 
his tragic death, and who 
provided support to us in 
many ways.

In particular, we express 
our sincere gratitude to 
family, friends and neigh-
bours for their many acts of 
kindness, messages of con-
dolence and mass cards, to 
all those who made trust 
fund donations, to the 
RCMP for their assistance 
and generosity in planning 
the funeral and receptions, 
to the Ottawa Police and 

all those who marched as 
part of the funeral honour 
guard, to Monsignor Pat 
Powers and choir of Notre 
Dame Cathedral, and to 
the Hay River community 
for its touching memorial 
service.

We take comfort in 
knowing that as we con-
tinue to grieve Chris’ pass-
ing, you reaffirm the sig-
nificance of his sacrifice in 
your thoughts and prayers.

We face the future 
with hope, knowing that 
our memories of Chris are 
grounded in the fact that 
he died doing the work he 
loved.

The Worden family

Nostalgic note from
former NWT missionary Worden family

sends thanks
Hub  Mailbag
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